
First global VLBI array

Mark 1 VLBI system used 1968
• 7-track tape recorder
• Single channel 360 kHz
• Switched freq for geodesy

3 mins recording
Then in 12 mins:
Rewind; Remove; Mount tape
Change source; Measure Tsys

First intercontinental VLBI January 1968

VLBI before the EVN
Lars Baath
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Claude Bare and Hans Hinteregger
Onsala 1968

18 cm:  - Jan  1968
- Apr  1969

6 cm:  - Feb 1968
- Jan  1969

18 cm Geo: - Apr 1968

In April 1968, a historic event took place involving MIT Haystack Observatory radio telescope in Westford, 
Massachusetts, and its counterpart at Onsala Space Observatory in Onsala, Sweden: the first transatlantic 
geodetic very long baseline interferometry (VLBI) observations.

http://www.chalmers.se/en/researchinfrastructure/oso/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.chalmers.se/en/researchinfrastructure/oso/Pages/default.aspx


1969 spectral line Mk  I VLBI
Multi-epoch 1971-74 Mk  I VLBI



1973-74 Mk  I VLBI 1988 100 GHz global VLBI
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